AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A system for handling email requests received from a 
terminal^ for sending email from and receiving email by the terminal, the system comprising: 

at least one email proxy and a database, the email proxy being configured to 
communicate with the database , the database comprising user-specific email communication 
configuration settings for sending and receiving email to and from an email server on behalf of 
the terminal , 

wherein the email proxy is configured to , responsive to receiving an email request 
containing non-user-specific email communication configuration settings, detect a unique 
network address of the terminal and retrieve the user-specific email communication 
configuration settings from the database using the unique network address of the terminal and, 
without sending the retrieved user-specific email communication configuration settings back to 
the terminal, to communicate with [[an]] Ae email server on behalf of the terminal using the 
retrieved user-specific email communication configuration settings. 

2. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 1 , wherein the retrieved 
user-specific email communication configuration settings include a name of the email server, and 
a_usemame and a password for accessing the email server. 

3. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim [[2]] i, wherein the retrieved 
user-specific email communication configuration settings fiirther include a full name of a user, 
a n d an a user-specific email address of the associated with a user of the terminal, and wherein a 
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portion of the received email request identifying a non-user-specific email sender address is 
re placed with the user-specific email address . 

4. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 1 , wherein the database 
comprises a mapping of the unique network address of the terminal to an identity of a user. 

5. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 4, wherein a first database 
comprises the mapping of the unique network address of the terminal to the identity of the user, 
and a_second database comprises the retrieved user-specific email communication configuration 
settings. 

6. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 1, wherein a first email 
proxy is used to handle email requests for retrieving email messages, and a second email proxy is 
used to handle email requests for sending email messages. 

7. (Currently Amended) An email retriex a! prox\ fbi- handling an email retrieval 
request received from a terminal for receiving email by the terminal, 

wherein the email retrieval proxy is configured to detect a unique network address of the 
terminal and retrieve user-specific email communication configuration settings , for receiving 
email from an email server on behalf of the terminal, from a database using the unique network 
address of the temiinal without sending the retrieved user-specific email communication 

configuration settings back to the terminal, and 
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wherein the email retrieval proxy is further configured to modify non-user-specific 
portions of the received email retrieval request using the retrieved user-specific email 
communication configuration settings, forward the modified email retrieval request to [[an]] the 
email server using the retrieved user-specific email communication configuration settings, and to 
receive an email message from the email server and forward the received email message to the 
terminal. 

8. (Currently Amended) An email sending proxy for handling an email sending 
request received from a terminal for sending email from the terminal, 

wherein the email sending proxy is configured to detect a unique network address of the 
terminal and retrieve user-specific email communication configuration settings , for sending 
email to an email server on behalf of the terminal, from a database using the unique network 
address of the terminal without sending the retrieved user-specific email communication 
configuration settings back to the terminal, and 

wherein the email sending proxy is fiirther configured to modify non-user-specific 
portions of the received email sending request using the retrieved user-specific email 
communication configuration settings and to forward the modified email sending request to 
[[an]] the email server using the retrieved user-specific email communication configuration 
settings. 
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9. (Currently Amended) A terminal for use with a system of claim 1 , 

the terminal being provisioned with default non-user-specific email communication 
configuration settings for sending or retrieving email messages, the defaul t non-user-specific 
email commimication configuration settings being the same for each mobile terminal operating 
within a network and are not associated with a user of the terminal, wherein the mobile terminal 
is configured to send email messages to or retrieve email messages from an email server on 
behalf of a unique user, via an email proxy, using only the default non-user-specific email 
communication configuration settings , and to retrieve emails associated with the user and send 
e mails from the user using only said d e fault configuration settings. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method for handling email requests from a terminal in at 
least one email proxy^ for sending email from and receiving email by the terminal, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving an email request from the terminal at the at least one email proxy for sending 
email firom and receiving email by the terminal, the email request comprising non-user-specific 
email communication configuration settings; 

detectin g, via the at least one email proxy, a unique network address of the terminal; 

retrievin g, via the at least one email proxy, user-specific email commimication 

configuration settings , for sending and receiving email to and from an email server on behall' of 
the terminal, from a database using the unique network address of the terminal without sending 
the retrieved user-specific email conmiunication configuration settings back to the terminal; and 
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communicating , via the at least one email proxy, with [[an]] the email server using the 
retrieved user-specific email communication configuration settings in place of the non-user- 
specific email communication configuration settings in the email request . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 0, wherein the user- 
specific email communication configuration settings include a name of the email server, and a 
usemame and a password for accessing the email server. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim [[1 1]] 10, wherein the 
retrieved user-specific email communication configuration settings f urth e r include a-f«l l name of 
a user, and an a user-specific email address of the associated with a user of the terminal, and 
wherein the method further comprises replacing a portion of the received email request 
identifying a non-user-specific email sender address with the user-specific email address . 

13. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 10, wherein the database 
comprises a mapping of the unique network address of the terminal to an identity of a user. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 13, the method comprising 
the steps of retrieving from a first database information about the mapping of the unique network 
address of the terminal to the identity of the user; and 

retrieving, from a second database, the user-specific email communication configuration 

settings. 
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15. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 0, wherein a first email 
proxy is used to handle email requests for retrieving email messages, and a second email proxy is 
used to handle email requests for sending email messages. 



1 6. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 1 , wherein the email proxy 
is further configured to , responsive to receiving an email request from the terminal containing 
default values not ass oc iate d-w it h a user of the terminal, replace the default non-user-specific 
values with values associated with the user of the terminal email communication configuration 
settings with the user-specific email communication configuration settings from the retrieved 
email configuration settings prior to communicating v^th the email server using the retrieved 
email configuration settings . 

17. -19. (Canceled) 

20. (New) The system according to claim 1 , wherein the email proxy is further 
configured to retrieve emails from the email server on behalf of the terminal using the retrieved 
user-specific email communication configuration settings, and to forward the retrieved emails to 
the terminal. 

21. (New) The method according to claim 10, the method further comprising the steps 

of: 
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retrieving emails from the email server on behalf of the terminal using the retrieved user- 
specific email communication configuration settings, and forwarding the retrieved emails to the 
terminal. 

22. (New) The system according to claim 1, wherein the unique network address of 
the terminal comprises an IP address associated with the terminal. 

23. (New) The method according to claim 10, wherein the unique network address of 
the terminal comprises an IP address associated with the terminal. 
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